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Welsh Wreck Web Research Project
(North Cardigan Bay)

On-line research into the loss of the brig

Rowland Evans,
which foundered somewhere between  Bardsey 

Island and the Tuscar Rock in 1882. 

A Brig; taken from ‘The Illustrated Marine Encyclopedia’ by Captain H. Paasch.
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 1.0 Abstract
The Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU) currently has a database of 453 
shipwrecks in the north end of Cardigan Bay in north west Wales. These wrecks date from 
1590 to 1993 and very few have been investigated in any depth! 

The author of this report is an amateur diver who has visited many of the shipwrecks around 
the Welsh coast between Barmouth and the Dee Estuary. He wrote and published ‘The 
Essential Underwater Guide to North Wales, Volumes One and Two’, and co-wrote ‘Life and 
Death on the Royal Charter’. 
He is also the licensee of the submarine ‘Resurgam’, a historic vessel that lies on the seabed 
off Rhyl after being lost in 1880.



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                      Nautical Archaeology Society

 The ‘Rowland Evans’, abandoned off Bardsey Island in 1882.                      Page  3  

2.0 Index

2.2     Contributors

Chris Holden; Jan Williams.

2.3    Abbreviations used in this report:

MADU Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit
NAS Nautical Archaeology Society
CPH Chris Holden

Page
1.0   Abstract 2
2.0   Index 3
2.1   Table of Contents 3
2.2   Contributors 3
2.3   Abbreviations 3
3.0   Introduction 4
4.0  Background 4
5.0  Research Methodology 4
Details. 5
Location 5
Overview 5
Charts 6

7
Newspaper Reports. 8

Photos
Borth Beach. 12 Jan Williams
Captain Evans’ medicine chest. 13 Jan Williams
Captain Evans and Mrs. Evans. 16 Jan Williams
Bardsey Island. 20 Chris Holden

7.0 Analysis 20
8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations 20
References 20



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                      Nautical Archaeology Society

 The ‘Rowland Evans’, abandoned off Bardsey Island in 1882.                      Page  4  

3.0 Introduction
Why was a well-found brig abandoned during fairly calm weather in the middle of the Irish 
Sea? That question was raised during the Board of Trade Inquiry into the abandonment of the 
‘Rowland Evans’, with their conclusions leading to the suspension of the captain’s certificate.
Please read the newspaper reports carefully, and see if you think that the captain / owner was 
fully justified in issuing the order ‘Abandon Ship’, and leaving his vessel to drift away and 
sink.

Note that the spelling of the town of Porthmadog varies in the early newspapers, so it may 
appear as ‘Port Madoc’ or ‘Portmadoc’. ‘Tudwal’ also appears as ‘Tudwall’ or ‘Tudwel’.
Aberystwyth appears as ‘Aberystwith’.
Caernarfon appears as ‘Carnarvon’ or ‘Caernarvon’.
Wherever possible, the spellings in the published newspapers have been used.

4.0 Background.
Several years ago, the author was contacted by email by the great grand-daughter of the 
captain of the ‘Rowland Evans’ who was researching her family history and the story behind 
a seaman’s chest that was saved from the brig.  
He would therefore like to acknowledge and thank Jan Williams for her assistance and 
research. 

5.0 Research Methodology.
Equipment and sources used:
Richard Larne’s Shipwreck Index of the British Isles. West Coast and Wales.
Gwynedd Archives Record Office, Caernarfon.
Denbighshire Records Office, Ruthin.
British Library on-line newspaper records.
National Library of Wales on-line records.
Lloyd’s List records.
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6.0 Details.
Vessel Name: Rowland Evans. It is understood that the vessel was named after a Mr. Rowland 
Evans who died in an accident in 1865.
Type: Brig.  Built 1865 at Derwenlas, on the River Dovey / Afon Dyfi, Montgomery.
Owner: Thomas Jones, Aberystwyth. Registered at Aberystwyth. Registered tonnage: 209. 
Construction Materials: Wooden hull. Dimensions: 101 feet by 25 feet by 13 feet.

Location.
The exact location of the wreck of the ‘Rowland Evans’ is unknown, as several different 
accounts were given of the position where she was abandoned.
These are:

• Twenty-five miles south-west of Bardsey Island.
• Eighteen miles south-west of Bardsey Island.
• Twenty miles south-west, half west of Bardsey Island.
• Five miles from the Cardigan Bay Lightship.

If you add the complication that the captain did not see her sink, and there are no reports of her 
coming ashore, then all we can deduce is that she sank somewhere in the Irish Sea between 
Bardsey Island and the Tuskar Rock.

Overview. 
During a career that lasted from 1865 until 1882, the ‘Rowland Evans’ visited places in Europe, 
Africa, North America and South America, but by July, 1882, she was advertised for sale whilst 
lying at Antwerp. John Evans, her captain, owned 36 of the 64 shares in the brig, and left 
Antwerp in her with a cargo recorded as ‘Silver Ore’, ‘Silver Sand’ or ‘White sand’, while 
Richard Larne’s book lists the cargo as being ‘Building Sand’. For reasons which were not fully 
explained afterwards, Captain Evans and her crew abandoned ship somewhere off Bardsey 
Island, and, having taken to the ship’s boat, they came ashore safely at Borth, near Aberystwyth. 
Please read the newspaper reports to try to understand the reason for the abandonment. Was it:
• To claim on the insurance policy?
• Due to the cargo shifting?
• Due to bad weather?
• Due to a severe leak?
• Any other reason? 



Welsh Wreck Web Research Project                      Nautical Archaeology Society

 The ‘Rowland Evans’, abandoned off Bardsey Island in 1882.                      Page  6  

Abandoned in
this   area.

 Captain & crew       
ashore at Borth

25 Miles South-West
of Bardsey

The ‘Rowland Evans’ could be one of the wrecks shown on the chart above, or she could have 
drifted many miles before sinking.
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The Voyages of the ‘Rowland Evans’, taken from the ship’s log-book and crew list. 
(With thanks to Jan Williams.)

1865: Liverpool – Rio De Janeiro - New York – Falmouth.
1866: Swansea - Lisbon - Bristol.
1867: Cardiff - Barbados - Bristol.
1867-68: Cardiff - Constantinople - Ports along the Rhine – Avoz - Dublin. 
1868: Cardiff - Berbice - London.
1868: London - Berbice - London.
1869: Cardiff - Palma, Majorca - Antwerp.
1869: Antwerp - Galatz - Palermo - Falmouth - Rotterdam.
1870: Rotterdam - Montevideo - Buenos Aires - Bristol.
1871; Newport - Buenos Aires - Rosario - Liverpool.
1871-72: Liverpool - Buenos Aires - Paysandu - Antwerp.
1873-74: Antwerp - Rio De Janeiro - Rosario - Conception - Liverpool.
1873: Liverpool - Buenos Aires - Liverpool.
1875: South Shields - Stettin - Sundsvall - Cadiz - Paysanu.
1876: South Shields - Lisbon - Cadiz - Montevideo.
1877: Cardiff - Buenos Aires - Liverpool.
1878: Liverpool - Rosario - Buenos Aires - Plymouth.
1879: Cardiff - Buenos Aires - Paysandu - Bristol.
1880: Cardiff - Rio Grande - Buenos Aires - Rio - Monte Video - Aberystwyth.
1882: South America - Falmouth - Antwerp.
12 September 1882: Antwerp to Bardsey Island, where she sank.
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Newspaper Reports

The Welshman. 21st November 1856.
ABERYSTWITH. A very melancholy accident occurred in this town on Monday night last. 
On the morning of Tuesday a body very much bruised was discovered at the foot of the rock 
on the north side of the Castle. It was immediately conveyed to a house in the churchyard, and 
after great difficulty recognised to be Mr. Rowland Evans, of Morden [SIC], near Machynlleth, 
farmer, and extensive timber and bark merchant aged 65. The last period to which he could 
be traced was nine o’clock on Monday night, about which time he is supposed to have taken 
a walk in the direction of the castle grounds, and, the night being dark, to have slipped over 
the precipice in going to a seat a few yards further on. Traces of the ground having been 
disturbed were visible, and by this and the condition and situation of the body, no doubt could 
be entertained but that he must have fallen over. An inquest was held on the body on Wednesday, 
before J. M. Davies, Esq coroner, and a verdict of “Accidental Death” returned. The deceased 
has left a large family to lament his untimely death. He was one of the most respected and 
influential persons in his neighbourhood. 

North Wales Chronicle. 8th April 1865.
MACHYNLLETH. MORBEN. Launch. 
On Tuesday week a fine brig of 400 tons burthen was launched from the building-yard of Mr. 
John Evans, Morben wharf. This splendid vessel is classed A1 at Lloyd’s for twelve years, 
and is to be commanded by Captain John Evans late master of the ”Sarah,” of Aberdovey. 
She is well built, and reflects no small degree of credit on Mr. John Jones, the master-builder. 
There was a great concourse of people present to witness the ceremony, and their cheers were 
deafening as she glided slowly and majestically into her proper element. After the launch, the 
hospitable owner, Mr. John Evans, entertained a host of friends at Morben Hall, where every 
success was drank to the new vessel in sparkling champagne.

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette - Tuesday 10 October 1865
WATERFORD. Put in. Rowland Evans, brig, from Pomaron for Liverpool.

Shields Daily Gazette - Friday 03 August 1866.
The Rowland Evans, Evans, from New York, entered into London today.

Western Daily Press - Tuesday 31 July 1866.
FALMOUTH. Sailed. Rowland Evans, London.

The Cardiff Times. 5th January 1867.
Destination Dakar, Rowland Evans, B. 350 D. Davies & Sons 

The Cardiff Times. 6th July 1867. 
Cardiff Exports. July 2. Constantinople. Rowland Evans, B. 343 Lletty Shenkin Co.
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Shipping and Mercantile Gazette - Thursday 09 December 1869
Wrecks and Casualties, Rowland Evans, Evans, Sulina (Romania) for United Kingdom, put 
in to Palermo (Sicily), Dec. 5, having lost stanchions, bulwarks boats, sails and ropes. Vessel 
lying on her beam ends. 

Monmouthshire Merlin. 13th January 1871.
Newport Shipping. Entered Outwards. January 12. Rowland Evans, 208, Evans, Rosario 
(Argentina), T Beynon & Co.

Monmouthshire Merlin. 31st January 1871.
Newport Shipping. CLEARED. January 27. Rowland Evans, Rosario (Argentina), 350 coal, T. 
Beynon & Co.

Lloyd’s List - Thursday 31 May 1877
Spoken to. Rowland Evans, brig, of Aberdovey, from Rio Janeiro (Brazil), 5th May. 12N 36W. 

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette - Monday 29 July 1878.
FALMOUTH. Arrived, Rowland Evans, Evans. Buenos Ayres (Brazil).
Bristol Mercury - Friday 25 June 1880.
PILL. Arrived, Rowland Evans, Montevideo.

The Aberystwith Observer. 22nd January 1881. 
A telegram from Pernambuco (Brazil) states that the Rowland Evans, of Aberystwyth, (Capt. 
Evans, Borth,) from Natal for New York, and the Mary Eddyl, have been in collision. The 
extent of injuries not known. The former grounded, and had to lighten to get off. 

Lloyd’s List. Wednesday 28 September, 1881.
Rowland Evans, Evans (August 20), for Paranagua (Brazil).

Mercantile and Shipping Gazette. Monday 5 December, 1881.
BUENOS AYRES. Oct 29. In port. Rowland Evans, for Rio Janeiro (Brazil), maize. 

Mercantile and Shipping Gazette. Saturday 17 December, 1881.
Rowland Evans, 203, for Rio Janeiro (Brazil), hay.

Lloyd’s List. Friday 20 January, 1882.
Rowland Evans, Evans, Antonina. (Brazil)

Mercantile and Shipping Gazette. Monday 13 March, 1882.
Montivideo (Uruguay). Arrived Rowland Evans, Evans, from Antonina. (Brazil)

Lloyd’s List. Tuesday 6 June, 1882.
FRAY BENTOS (Uruguay). Passed down for Falmouth. Rowland Evans, Evans (April 28).
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Immediate.
Mercantile Marine Office, Bristol.

The Registrar General of Seamen.
I beg to forward herewith the Statutory Declaration of the master of the ‘Rowland Evans’, 
of Aberystwith, O.N. [Official Number] 53061, just arrived at this port that his Official Log 
Book has been eaten by mice and cockroaches. The Articles List (to show the character of 
crew) are forwarded herewith, together with the captain’s explanation respecting the desertion 
of one of his crew at Paysandur not being endorsed, and his shipping a man at Buenos Aires 
without the sanction of the consul.
The ‘B.B.’ is with-held awaiting your instructions.

Superintendant
28th June, 1880.

The log book of the ‘Rowland Evans’ has been eaten by mice and cockroaches!
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Mercantile and Shipping Gazette. Thursday 13 July, 1882.
ROWLAND EVANS, Evans, which arrived here this morning (July 13) from Paysanda (Brazil), 
with hides, is leaky, and has jettisoned a portion of her cargo. Falmouth, July 13. 10.57 am.

Daily News. Friday 14 July, 1882.
The Rowland Evans, British brig, from Paysanda (Brazil), arrived at Falmouth yesterday leaky; 
jettisoned portion of her cargo.

Mercantile and Shipping Gazette. Saturday 22 July, 1882.
FALMOUTH. Sailed. Rowland Evans. Antwerp (Belgium).

Mercantile and Shipping Gazette. Monday 24 July, 1882.
FLUSHING (Vlissingen - Netherlands). Arrived. Rowland Evans. From River Plate (Argentina 
/ Uruguay).

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette - Friday 28 July 1882.

Morning Post. Wednesday 23 August, 1882.
The Rowland Evans, from Antwerp for Liverpool, laden with white sand, has been towed into 
Flushing (Vlissingen - Netherlands), with loss of anchor.

Mercantile and Shipping Gazette. Saturday 9 September, 1882.
FLUSHING. (Vlissingen - Netherlands) Sailed. Rowland Evans. Liverpool.

Shipping and Mercantile Gazette. Friday 15 September, 1882.
Rowland Evans. Sail. 209. British. 1865. Foundered.

Aberdeen Weekly Journal. September 15, 1882. 
The Rowland Evans, schooner, Antwerp (Belgium) for Liverpool, foundered at sea. The crew 
landed at Aberystwyth. 
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The Aberystwith Observer. 16th September 1882.
WRECK OF AN ABERYSTWYTH VESSEL. On Tuesday afternoon Borth was aroused by the 
arrival, in a boat, of Captain Evans, of the brig Rowland Evans, and his crew, the captain being 
a native of the village. From the statements of the captain and crew it appears that the Rowland 
Evans was bound from Antwerp to Garston, near Liverpool, with a load of silver ore. The 
vessel had a beautiful passage, the run from Antwerp to the Irish Channel being made in three 
days. During the voyage the vessel leaked slightly, but no difficulty was experienced in keeping 
the water under control until about ten o'clock on Monday night, when it was found that it was 
gaining, and the pumps became choked with the fine ore. During the night the men were kept at 
the pumps, but in the morning the water had increased so much that it was decided to abandon 
the ship, and the long boat, with all on board, was steered for Borth, which place was reached 
at four o'clock in the afternoon. The vessel was abandoned twenty-five miles S.W. of Bardsey 
Island. After being provided with food, the crew were forwarded to Liverpool by the night mail, 
The vessel was owned by Mr John Evans (the captain) and others, and the vessel was insured 
in the Aberystwyth and Aberaeron Insurance Clubs for about £ 1,800. Her tonnage was 208.

Bristol Mercury and Daily Post. October 6, 1882
BOARD OF TRADE INQUIRY. 

An inquiry was yesterday formally opened before Mr. J. C. Fowler into the abandonment of 
the brig Rowland Evans, which foundered 140 miles off the Tuscar on the 7th September, the 
whole of the crew being saved in a boat. Very little evidence was taken, and the inquiry was 
adjourned till today. 

Borth beach  where the captain, his wife and crew landed, opposite his house ‘Saxatile’.
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Western Mail (Cardiff) Friday October 6, 1882.
BOARD OF TRADE INQUIRY AT SWANSEA. 

Mr. J. C. Fowler, the Swansea Stipendiary, assisted by captains Beazley and Harland, nautical 
assessors, opened a Board of Trade inquiry into the abandonment of the ship Rowland Evans, 
which took place on the 11th of September, about five miles from the Cardigan Lightship. Mr. 
Strick appeared for the Board of Trade, and Mr. Lawrence for the owners, captain and mate. 
John Evans, the master, owned 36 64ths shares in the vessel, which were mortgaged for £600. 
The vessel was insured for £1,800. She left Falmouth for Antwerp with a cargo of 253 tons of 
hides. While she was in the former place, she made five or six inches of water in an hour, and 
while in the dock at the latter place, she made about 9 in every twelve hours. She left Antwerp 
with a cargo of silver sand, and shortly afterwards sprung a leak, which could not be reached. 
The pumps were worked for some time, but ultimately, they became choked with sand. The 
master, seeing the ship in imminent danger of sinking, got ready the boat and left her, taking his 
wife and the crew, which consisted of seven hands. They stayed by the ship for some time, and 
as she did not go down, they returned to her, and cut two holes in the deck in order to sink her 
out of the way of navigation. A few hours afterwards, the boat reached Borth, Cardiganshire, 
which, strange to say, is the captain’s home. The log and the captain’s instruments and charts 
and clothes were left behind. Examined by Mr. Strick, the captain said there was no port which 
the vessel could have reached in her condition, and he was afraid she would go down with all 

The medicine chest that Captain Evans brought ashore from the ‘Rowland Evans’.
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hands if he stayed on board any longer. The inquiry was adjourned until today (Friday). 
South Wales Daily News. 7th October 1882.
THE ABANDONMENT OF A VESSEL IN CARDIGAN BAY. Mr Fowler, the Swansea 
stipendiary, assisted by Captains Beazley and Harland, nautical assessors, continued on Friday 
the Board of Trade inquiry into the abandonment of the ship Rowland Evans, in Cardigan Bay, 
on Sept. 11th. Mr Edward Striell represented the Board of Trade, and Mr Lawrence appeared 
for the owners, captain, and mate. The mate’s evidence confirmed that of the captain, but the 
boatswain and two ordinary seamen contradicted the master and mate in some very material 
particulars. They said no attempt was made to work the starboard pump at any time during the 
voyage. They knew nothing about the vessel having sprung a leak, and could not account for 
such a thing. All three were unanimous in saying that the captain could have taken the vessel 
into a place of safety without running any risk. The inquiry was again adjourned.

Western Mail (Cardiff) Monday October 9, 1882. 
BOARD OF TRADE INQUIRY AT SWANSEA. 
The Board of Trade inquiry into the abandonment of the ship Roland Evans in Cardigan Bay 
was resumed at Swansea on Saturday, when two other witnesses were called who contradicted 
the captain and mate, and corroborated the evidence given by the other members of the crew. 
The captain, who was recalled, said that after they landed at Borth, the men asked him for 
money. Having paid them what was due to them, he refused to give them any more, and they 
then threatened to make him sorry for it. The men came into court again, and swore there 
was no truth in this statement. Mr. Laurence, in addressing the court for the captain, said his 
client may have committed an error of judgement in leaving the ship when he did, but it was 
ridiculous to suppose he had scuttled her, which was what the crew had tried to make out. That 
the boat landed them at the captain’s house was merely a strange coincidence. Mr. Strick, for 
the Board of Trade, asked the court whether the master made any attempt to take his vessel into 
a place of safety, and whether he had not prematurely abandoned her. The court then adjourned 
until noon today, when the decision will be given. 

Western Mail (Cardiff) Tuesday October 10, 1882.
THE ABANDONMENT OF THE ROWLAND EVANS – SUSPENSION OF THE CAPTAIN’S 
CERTIFICATE – THE MATE CENSURED The Board of Trade inquiry into the abandonment 
of the brig Rowland Evans off Aberystwyth was concluded at Swansea on Monday before Mr. 
Fowler (the stipendiary magistrate), as judge, and captains Beasley and Harland as nautical 
assessors. Mr. Edward Strick appeared for the Board of Trade, and Mr. Wyndham Lawrence for 
the owners, captain and mate. The Rowland Evans was abandoned on the 12th of September, 
about twenty miles south-west, half west, of Bardsey Island. The captain owned 36 – 64ths of 
the vessel, and she was insured for £1,800. Mr. Fowler, in giving the decision of the court, said 
this was the clearest example of premature abandonment which had ever come under his notice. 
The vessel was abandoned in fine weather, with a calm sea and a favourable breeze, with every 
spar and sail intact, with two excellent boats, a pump still throwing water, with an obedient 
crew, and within 28 or 30 miles of the visible Cardiganshire coast, which offered two or three 
places that might have been approached with safety. The statement of the captain that she was 
sinking was incorrect. She was abandoned while a moral certainty remained of taking her into 
some port, and, considering the state of the wind and tide, it was even probable that if she had 
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not been wilfully injured – if holes had not been cut in her deck, and her scupper pipes ripped 
open - she would have drifted ashore the following night. The captain had grievously failed to 
discharge the primary duty of a master, which was to cling to his vessel to the last, and never 
to abandon her except under pressure of immediate danger to life. The court had, therefore, 
decided to suspend his certificate for twelve calendar months, and to censure the mate for not 
protesting against the course taken by the master. 

Cambrian News and Merionethshire Standard. 13th October 1882
The certificate has been suspended for a year of Mr Evans, of Borth, the captain of the brig 
Rowland Evans, a vessel which sank in calm weather on the 12th of September in Cardigan Bay. 
The vessel was highly insured. If public opinion were in a right condition, these fair weather 
wrecks would not happen. A good deal was said in these columns some time ago about the 
over-insurance of ships, but the subject was dropped before any practical result was reached.

Weekly Mail. 14th October 1882
THE ABANDONMENT OF THE ROWLAND EVANS. 

SUSPENSION OF THE CAPTAIN'S CERTIFICATE. 
THE MATE CENSURED. 

The Board of Trade inquiry into the abandonment of the brig Rowland Evans, of Aberystwith, 
was concluded at Swansea on Monday, before Mr. Fowler (the stipendiary magistrate), as 
judge, and Captains Beasley and Harland, as nautical assessors, Mr. Edward Strick appeared 
for the Board of Trade, and Mr. Wyndham Lawrence for the owners, captain, and mate. The 
Rowland Evans was abandoned on the 12th of September, about twenty miles south-west, 
half-west of Bardsey Island. The captain owned 36-64ths of the vessel, and she was insured for 
£1,800. Mr. Fowler, in giving the decision of the court, said this was the clearest example of 
premature abandonment which had ever come under his notice. The vessel was abandoned in 
fine weather, with a calm sea and a favourable breeze, with every spar and sail intact, with two 
excellent boats, a pump still throwing some water, with an obedient crew, and within 28 or 30 
miles of the visible Cardiganshire coast, which offered two or three places that might have been 
approached with safety. The statement of the captain that she was sinking was incorrect. She 
was abandoned while a moral certainty remained of taking her into some port, and, considering 
the slate of the wind and tide, it was even probable that if she had not been wilfully injured, 
if holes had not been cut in her deck and her scupper pipes ripped open, she would have 
drifted ashore the following night. The captain had grievously failed to discharge the primary 
duty of a master, which was to cling to his vessel to the last, and never to abandon her except 
under pressure of immediate danger to life. The Court had, therefore, decided to suspend his 
certificate for twelve calendar months, and to censure the mate for not protesting against the 
course taken by the master.

The newspaper reports shown above only give a brief account of the questions asked by the 
Board of Trade. The following articles from ‘The Cambrian’ in October, 1882, give much 
more detail. 
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The Cambrian. 6th October 1882.
ABANDONMENT OF THE BRIG ROWLAND EVANS.

BOARD OF TRADE INQUIRY AT SWANSEA YESTERDAY. 
At the Guildhall, at noon, yesterday, Mr J. C. Fowler sat as judge, with Captains Thos. Beasley 
and Robert Harland as nautical assessors, to inquire by order of the Board of Trade, into the 
case of the abandonment and total loss of the brig Rowland Evans. Mr. E. Strick (Stricks and 
Bellingham) appeared on behalf of the Board of Trade, to conduct the proceedings, and Mr. 
W. Lawrence (Smith and Lawrence), represented the owners and John Evans, the master. In 
his opening statement, Mr. E. Strick said the Rowland Evans was a brig, built at Derwen-lass, 
in Montgomeryshire, in 1865. At that time, John Evans superintended the building, and was 
the principal owner. She was classed Al at Lloyd’s for 12 years. Her registered tonnage was 
209 tons, her official number was 53,031; length, 101 feet; breadth, 25 feet, and depth 13 
feet. According to the last register, which was in November, 1881, it appeared that Mr. Evans 
owned 36 / 64ths, and that they were mortgaged for £600. The remaining shares were spread 
over eight different persons as owners. The brig on her last voyage was bound from Antwerp 
to Garston, in Lancashire, with a cargo of silver sand. It appeared that on the outer voyage, she 
had put into Falmouth, where she was inspected by Lloyd’s surveyor, and caulked from the 
copper up to the ways. She then went in tow of a tug to Antwerp, with a cargo of hides. When 
she had been laden with silver sand, she came down to Flushing Roads where she lay at anchor 
until her chain parted. The master then ran her up the river to Ternoose, where she lost another 
anchor. Eventually she was provided with two new ones. It was a question whether she had not 
previously made a good deal of water. On the 5th September she again commenced her voyage, 

Captain Evans and Mrs. Evans.
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and then it appeared she made a great deal of water. On the 6th and the following days, the 
pumps got out of order. When she got off the Welsh coast, the master and crew abandoned her 
twice, and went back to her twice, after an absence of an hour or so. Finally, they abandoned 
her altogether about 18 miles south-west of Bardsey Island, and the captain and crew landed 
at Borth, on the Cardiganshire coast, which curiously enough was his home. Now it was a 
curious coincidence that this ship should have brought them safely to the captain’s home. The 
Stipendiary Magistrate said it reminded him of the lady who went out bathing at Ventnor, met 
her husband coming home from the West Indies. (Laughter.) Mr. Strick added that the brig had 
not been seen to go down, but before leaving her the crew had made holes in her deck so as to 
sink her, they said, out of the way of the navigation. The master estimated the vessel to be worth 
£2,000, and the cargo at £80; and the ship was insured for £1,800. A little evidence in support of 
this statement was taken, and the court adjourned at half-past one o’clock until today (Friday.) 

The Cambrian. 13th October 1882.
THE ABANDONMENT OF THE BRIG ‘ROWLAND EVANS’. 

UN-SEAMANLIKE CONDUCT OF THE CAPTAIN. 
The Board of Trade enquiry into the circumstances connected with the abandonment of the brig 
Rowland Evans concluded on Monday, when the Stipendiary Magistrate (J. Coke Fowler, Esq.) 
delivered the following judgment of the Court. The nautical assessors were Captains Beasley 
and Hartland. Mr. Edward Strick, solicitor, appeared for the Board of Trade, and Mr. Lawrence 
(Smith and Lawrence) for the captain and mate. The brig was laden with a cargo of silver sand, 
was on a voyage from Antwerp to Garston, in Lancashire, and was abandoned on the 12th 
of September on the Welsh Coast. The Board of Trade submitted the following questions to 
the Court, the replies to which, and the opinion of the Stipendiary and the assessors, we now 
append: 
1. Whether, when the vessel left Antwerp she was in good and seaworthy condition?
— We propose to connect this question with No. 5, and answer them together. 
2. Whether she was properly supplied with anchors and chains, and whether they were in good 
condition? 
— Yes. 
3. Whether the pumps were in good and proper working order and properly equipped? 
- Decidedly not. The evidence shows that there was only one break for the two pumps, and, in 
fact, the two were never worked simultaneously. 
4. Whether, when the vessel left Flushing Roads on the 6th September, she was in good and 
seaworthy condition? 
— We also connect this question with No. 1 and No. 5. 
5. Whether, having regard to the statement of the mate, that the vessel made 6,or 7 inches 
of water per hour while being towed from Falmouth to Antwerp, the master was justified in 
neglecting to have repairs effected before again proceeding to sea, especially with such a heavy 
and dead-weight cargo as silver sand? 
— The master was not justified in proceeding to sea without having her overhauled and repaired. 
6. What was the cause of the water suddenly increasing on the night of the 11th September? 
- There is no evidence to show the cause. 
7. What was the cause of the sudden increase of water in the well from 2 feet at 9.30 p.m., to 6 
feet at 12.30 a.m. on the following morning?
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— We are not satisfied that the water did rise to the height of 6 feet. 
8.. Whether every possible effort was made to ascertain the cause of and to stop the leak? 
- No energetic effort seems to have been made. 
9. Whether every possible effort was made to keep the water under? 
- We think that further exertions ought to have been made to keep the water under. 
10. Whether, when it was discovered that the water could not be kept under, the course of the 
vessel should not have been altered with a view to her reaching a port in Cardigan Bay or to 
beach her in Borth Sands? 
- Certainly that course ought to have been adopted. 
11. With what object were the kedge anchors put out? 
- We are utterly at a loss to know. The captain could offer no satisfactory explanation of this 
order. 
12. What were the circumstances in which the master ordered the mate and seamen to cut up the 
decks and knock off the scupper pipes, and whether he was justified in so doing? 
— There were no circumstances which warranted the master in ordering the decks to be cut and 
knocking off the scupper pipes, and he certainly was not justified in doing so. 
13. Whether every possible effort was made to save the vessel? 
— Decidedly not; no effort whatever seems to have been made. 
14. Whether the vessel was navigated with proper and seamanlike care? 
— Up to about 10 p.m. of the 11th of September we find she was properly navigated. 
15. Whether she was prematurely abandoned? 
16. And finally, whether the master and mate, or either, and which of them is or are in default, 
and whether blame attaches to any other person? 
— She was prematurely abandoned. 
The Court finds that the master is in default, and also that the mate is answerable for not making 
some protest at the time against unwarrantable acts. In the opinion of the Board of Trade, the 
certificates of the master and mate should be dealt with. 
The Stipendiary added: I think it desirable to add a few explanatory comments upon the facts 
of this case. It is the clearest example of premature abandonment that has ever come under my 
notice. 
Whoever has heard and read, as I have, numerous narratives of other abandonments; of masters 
clinging to their vessels in mid-ocean when spars, masts and sails have been carried away, 
or rudders injured, or pumps going night and day; cargo jettisoned and baling restored to, 
in tempestuous weather and mountainous seas, must be astonished to hear the history of the 
Rowland Evans. For she was abandoned in fine weather, with a calm sea and a favourable 
breeze, every spar and sail intact, two excellent boats, the pumps still throwing some water, an 
obedient crew, and within 28 or 30 miles of the visible Cardiganshire Coast, offering two or 
three places which the brig might have approached with safety. Yet no alteration of the course 
was made for the purpose of approaching the land, nor can I learn that any vigorous exertion 
was used either to discover any leak, to bale, or to jettison. Undoubtedly, there was only one 
available pump, but that circumstance was entirely due to the master’s negligence in not 
providing that both pumps (which may well be called the life of the ship) should be in working 
order when one left Antwerp for Garston. It does not even appear that any serious consultation 
as to the abandonment ever took place between Captain Evans and his mate. Neither was the 
pumping continued with any continuous energy after midnight. We were told by the master 
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that he decided to leave her because she was sinking. This statement is certainly incorrect. 
He put his wife and the crew into the long boat, and from that boat he boarded the brig again 
and again, and finally cut through her deck and covering boards to hasten her disappearance. 
He then steered the boat for the Cardiganshire Coast, but so far was the brig from sinking that 
she remained afloat as long as she could be seen by the departing crew, and although she was 
boarded again and again, it is an extraordinary fact that the ship’s log was left in the ship. Thus, 
it appears upon the undisputed facts that the brig was clearly abandoned while a reasonable 
chance, nay a moral certainty, remained of taking her to some part of. the Welsh shore, and, 
considering the state of the wind and tide, it is even probable that if she had not been wilfully 
injured, she might herself have drifted to the coast before the following night If we accept the 
evidence of the crew, and especially that of a young Belgian cook, the case assumes a far worse 
aspect. For if he spoke the truth, it follows that the master was contemplating and preparing for 
the abandonment before any decent pretext existed. 
The fact that he threw out kedge anchors and can only explain it by saying that he did so under 
excitement; that he must (as I think) have intentionally left the log in the ship; that he never set 
a course to near the shore, and that he cut open her deck, all tend to confirm that supposition. 
But, on the other hand we are told that some of the crew used threatening language when 
the master refused some small payment after landing them at Borth. One of them made a 
groundless imputation on the master, for which I rebuked him severely. On the whole, I do not 
feel able to rely with confidence on their evidence, and it is not very improbable that the boy 
was influenced as to his evidence by them. We therefore give the master the benefit of the doubt 
that arises as to the accuracy of every statement made by the crew, and simply say that we are 
satisfied that he grievously failed in the discharge of the primary duty of a master, namely to 
cling to his vessel to the last, and never abandon her except under the pressure of immediate 
danger to life. Under these circumstances, attaching as they do much blame to Captain Evans, 
the Court finds him in default, and suspends his certificate for 12 calendar months from this 
date. With regard to the mate, the court thinks him liable to censure for not protesting at the 
time against the course taken, and he is censured accordingly. 
The value of the vessel was estimated at £2,000 the cargo £80. The ship was insured for £1,800; 
the captain was the principal owner, but his shares were mortgaged for £800. 
Mr. Strick applied for costs as against the captain, but Mr. Lawrence said he would be unable 
to pay. 
The Court made no order as to costs.
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7.0 Analysis.
From information taken from the contemporary newspaper reports, the final resting-place 
of the ‘Rowland Evans’ could be anywhere between the coast of Ireland and that of Wales. 
There are no reports of wreckage being washed ashore, so she presumably sank unobserved, 
well offshore and in deep water.

8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations.
Unless new information is received, the reason for the abandonment of the ‘Rowland Evans’ 
will remain unknown. Perhaps, having read the evidence given at the Court of Inquiry, you 
can reach your own conclusion. 
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